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Colonial Policy and Problems

The British Colonial policy of Trusteeship has for its
declared objective the fitting of Colonial peoples for even-
tual self-government. As in the relationship of guardian
and ward, the attainment of the latter's majority is to be
steadily kept in view; he is to be educated^ trained and
assisted towards the gradual and progressive taking over
and ordering of his own affairs, and meanwhile his estate
is to be administered primarily in his own interests, though
with due regard to the "dual mandate."
Moreover, native institutions must, where possiblej be
strengthened and adapted to the task of associating the
people with the practice of local government, for not in
every case will the pattern of the self-governing institution
which may eventually emerge prove to be necessarily
modelled on those which have been found suitable in this
country, though where that is really desired, the transition
stage must be provided for. "Indirect rule" or "native
administration" has therefore an important and necessary
part to play in the further political evolution of Colonial
peoples, especially in Africa; and at the same time, means
must be found to utilize the talents of Western educated
elements both in the councils of native administrations
(which their influence may gradually transform) and in
direct association with European officials*
In case of conflict between white and native interests in